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E.C. 63-1169 
THE POISONS IN YOUR HOME 
Did you know that there are poisons hidden in every room in your home? True, some 
are marked with the skull and crossbones danger sign and the word "Poison" is on some 
labels. But dozens and dozens of unsuspected products you use every day are not so 
labeled and can become lethal if they are misused or carelessly handled. Common 
household products are responsible for poisoning thousands yearly. While results are 
not always fa tal, they can be crippling. Children under five account for more than a 
fourth of the fatalities. Here are but a few common household items that are probably 
in your home today . 
lye & other alkalies 
waxes (pastes, liquids) 
furniture polish . 
sink & toilet flush products . 
lead-painted surfaces 
chemistry sets 
flavoring extracts 
scouring pads 
silver polishes 
shoe polish 
writing & marking inks 
lighter fluids 
plaster 
oil of wintergreen 
salt (overdose) 
ammonia 
stove & oven cleaners 
jewelry cleaner 
crayons 
synthetic detergents 
fabric softeners 
naphtha ~ 
carbon tetrachloride & other cleaners 
bleaches 
naphthalene (moth balL crystals) 
fabric dyes 
disinfectants & sanitizers 
metal polishes 
Christmas decorations 
glues, household cement s 
hobby supplies 
boric acid 
camphor 
prescriptions (overdose & over-aged) 
corn remover 
digitalis 
strong cough medicines 
wave lotions & neutralizers 
nail polishes 
nail polish removers 
d epilatories 
thyroid tablets 
tranquilizers 
perfumes & colognes 
perspiration checks 
salves & ointments 
shaving creams & lotions 
sleeping tablets 
aspirin 
lin iments 
medica ted powders 
laxatives 
bath oils 
deodorants 
hair oils 
hair sprays 
hair dyes 
i nsecticide sprays, powders, pastes 
pa int & pa i nt thinners 
pain t removers 
brush cleaners 
v a rni s h 
turpentine 
vaporizers for insects 
kerosene 
ga s oline 
lu bricating o il 
so! v e nts 
garden pes t p oi sons 
some seeds & plants 
anti-freeze 
bat teries (lead poisoning) 
denatured alcohol 
ani mal & pet medications 
Notice that the possibilities of poisoning are both i nside and outside the hous e . How 
many of these do you have right now? How many d o you really need ri ght now ? How 
safely are they stored right now? How safe do y ou feel if your child is out of your sight 
right now? Check up on it--yes, right now! Get rid of surplus poi sons. Store prod-
ucts you do use and need in such a way that there can be no mistake made 1 and childre n 
cannot get into them. It isn't necessary to worry yourself into a frenzy over the safety 
and effectiveness of these household products I but do take sensible precau tions to 
avoid poisoning. Enjoy today' s miracle products. 
JUST BE CAREFUL! 
American Druggist COUNTERDOSES For The Home 
~ 
Acids. 18 
Bichloride of Mercury • 6 
Camphor· 1 
Carbon Monoxide • 16 
Ch lorine Bleach . 8 
Disinfectant 
with chlorine · 8 
with carbolic acid · 12 
Food Poisoning • 11 
Furniture Polish • 17 
G asoline, Kerosene • 17 
Household Ammonia • 10 
Insect & Rat Poisons 
with arsenic • 2 
with sodium fluor ide· 14 
with phosphorus · 5 
with DDT · 11 
with strychnine • 15 
Iodi ne Tincture • 4 
Lye· 10 
Mushrooms • 11 
O il o f Wintergreen • 9 
Pi ne Oil· 17 
Rubbing Alcohol • 9 
Turpe ntine • 17 
Washing Soda • 10 
~ 
Alcohol • 9 
Aspirin · 9 
Ba rbiturates • 3 
Belladonna . 1 S 
Bromides • 11 
Codeine· 13 
Headache & Cold 
Compounds · 9 
Iron Compounds • 7 
Morphine, Opium • 13 
Paregoric • 13 
'Pep' Medicines • 2 
Sleeping Medicines • 3 
DO THIS FIRST 
• Send for a doctor- immediately. e And do not induce vomiting if po· 
tient is having convulsions . • Keep the patient worm. 
• Determine if patient has token 
(}) A POISON To Find the Correct Counterdose 
(2) AN OVERDOSE 
e While waiting for physician, give 
appropriate counterdose below. 
• In one of the lists printed at left, 
find substance causing the trouble . 
• Next to that substance is a number. 
e But do not force any liquids on the 
patient- if he is unconscious. 
This refers to counterdose bearing 
same number in the section below. 
Keep all poisons and medicines out of reach of children 
Induce vomi ting with on 
eme ti c such a s 
• Finger in throa t, or 
• Tablespoon ol mustard in 
half gloss of water, or 
• Syrup of ipecac, o r 
• Salt & worm water. 
• G ive 2 o zs thick starch 
paste . Mix corns tarch (or 
flour! with water . 
• Then give 2 ozs sal t in 
quart of warm water . Drink 
until vomit fl uid is clear. 
• Finally, give gloss of milk. 
• Induce vomiting. (See #11 
• G ive 2 teaspoons of 
sod ium bicarb in a gloss 
of worm water. 
• Give 2 tablespoons vinega r 
in 2 glosses of wa ter. 
• Give white of 2 row eggs 
or 2 ounces of olive oil . 
• Do NOT induce vomiting! 
• Give gloss of milk or 
universa l antidote . (See //21 
• 2 tablespoons epsom sa lt 
in 2 glo sses of wa ter. 
• Keep patien t awoke . 
• Corry victim into fresh a ir . 
• M ake patient lie down. 
• Hot coffee o r strong teo . 
• Give gloss of mil k, or 
give " un ive rsa l antidote " 
(obta in from drug store 
and keep on hand at home) 
• Induce vomi ting. (See #II 
• Induce vomiting. (See # I ) 
• Then give 4 oz mineral oi l . 
Positively do NOT give 
vegetable or anima l oil . 
• 4 oz hydrogen peroxide . 
• 1 tablespOon sodium b icarb 
in quart of worm water. 
• Give a gloss of milk . • 
• Hot coffee or strong teo 
plus white of row egg. 
• Induce vomiting . (See #I) 
• Give 2 tablespoons epsom 
salt in 2 glo sses of wate r. 
• Give 2 tablespoons of mi lk 
of ma gnesia . 
• Give glass of milk . 
• Induce vomit ing . (See #II 
• G ive water or milk. 
• Give 2 oz vegetable oil. 
• Do NOT induce vomit ing . 
• Induce vomiting . (See #11 
• G ive 2 tablespoons epsom 
sa lt in 2 glosses of wate r. 
• Then give Iorge quantities 
of hot coffee or strong tea 
(ins tant or regular) . 
• G ive gloss of milk or 
universal antidote. (See #21 
Induce vomiting. (See #II 
• I ounce of epsom salts in 
o pint of water. 
• Give o gloss of milk. 
• Induce vomiting. (See #II 
• Ta blespoon sodium bicarb 
in quart of worm water. 
• Induce vomiting . (See #I) 
• Then give 2 ounces of 
castor o i l. 
• Next give gloss of milk or 
whites of 2 row eggs. 
• Give gloss of mi lk or 
universa l antidote. (See # 2) 
• Induce vomit ing. (See # II 
• Give arti fi c ial respiration . 
• Keep pat ient quiet. 
• Give 1 oz milk o f magnesia 
in Iorge quantity o f water. 
• Do NOT induce vomiting! 
;l this chart inside medicine cabinet door for quic ;eference . 
EMERGENCY 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Record these numbers here 1 in 
your telephone directory and on 
any memorandum you keep near 
your telephone . 
DO IT RIGHT NOW L 
When you need them you won't 
have time to hunt them! 
Your own doctor 
An a lte rnate doctor 
Ne ares t hospita l 
Poison C ontrol Center 
Public Health Dept. 
Pharmacist . 
Nearest relative 
Ambulance service 
Police Dept . 
Fire Dept. 
********************************* 
Circu lar prepared by Mrs. Cla ra N. 
Le opold I State Extension Speciali s t, 
University of Nebraska Extension Serv-
ice I C ollege of Agriculture 1 Lincol n. 
Chart for Counterd oses cou r t esy of 
American Druggis t Magazine a nd Don-
mar Plaza Pharmacy I Lincoln . 
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